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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 
Title 

1 • The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 
reference 70 of figure 1. A proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference sign(s) in the description, are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
limitation "said subunit" is inconsistent with the recitation as recited in claim 1. It's 
suggested that applicant replaces "said subunit" with -said data processing subunit-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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Claims 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claim 19, the preamble "A method comprising" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is not suggesting what the scope of the claimed invention is. - 
5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

if S concff 1 £,? th Vr nti ° n ' and ° f the manner and P-ess of 
art to which it pertains o^^ which J ^n^SSZ f * P6rS ° n Skil,ed in the 

set forth the best mode contempt oXtv^tioa — ** *" 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. Referred to Fig.10 vs Claim 1, lack any showing of 
interconnection or operative manner in which functions claimed are performed. See 
spec page 9, line 7 - page 10 line 3. 

Therefore, the disclosure is not sufficiently disclosed for one ordinary skill in the 
art to make and/or use the claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

title before the invention thereof by the apZanZ St l ) ' ^ * W ° f SeCt '° n 371 (C) ° f this 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) vo.untari.y 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
7. CJaim. 1-17 and 19-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by ITO et al. (U.S Pub. No. 2001/0043731 A1) 

a. As per claims 1 and 19 (as best understood) , .to discloses an electronic 
device for processing data comprising: 

• a data processing subunit for receiving and processing input data; 
[0086-0088] ,w ^ W ^ 

• a functional block (fig.18, 202)'included within said a data processing 
subunit, operative as a termination device to terminate the data 
processed by said data processing subunit; [0104]r[0116] 

• a memory for storing information pertaining to said functional block. 
[0093], [0182] 

b. As per claims 2 and 20, .to discloses further comprising connection means for 
logically connecting said data processing subunit and other e.ectronics of said electronic 
device. [0086], [0087], [0104] 

c As per claims 3 and 21, Ito discloses wherein the information stored in said 
memory indicates that said functional block terminates data received by the data 
processing subunit. [0182], [0183], [0184] 
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d. As per claims 4 and 22, Ito discloses wherein the information stored in said 
memon, is accessible by an external electronic apparatus connected to said electronic 
device. [0180] 

e. As per claim 5, Ito discloses further comprising connection means for logically 
connecting said electronic device and said external electronic apparatus. [0180] 

f. As per claim 6, Ito discloses wherein said subunit further comprises another 
functional block for performing said input data processing and supplying said processed 
data to said functional block operative as a termination device. [0182], [0019] 

g. As per claim 7, Ito discloses wherein said memory further stores information 
pertaining to said subunit. [0093] 

h. As per claim 8, Ito discloses wherein said memory is a descriptor. [0093] 

i. As per claim 9, Ito discloses wherein said memory has a hierarchical structure. 

[0086] 

k. As per claim 10, Ito wherein said data is image data (fig.18, 21) and said 
functional block is an image display means that terminates said data by converting the 
processed data into an image signal and displaying an image corresponding thereto. 
[0183], [0179] 

I. As per claim 11, Ito discloses wherein said image display means is a display. 

[0184] 

m. As per claim 12, Ito discloses wherein said image display means is a printer 
(fig.18, 202), [0183], [0184] 
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n. As per claim 13, Ito discloses wherein said data is audio data and said 
functional block is an audio output means that terminates said processed data by 
converting it into sound corresponding thereto. [0180], [0160] 

P- As per claims 14 and 29, Ito discloses wherein said electronic device is 
configured to perform data communication with other devices via a serial data bus. 
[0147] 

q- As per claims 15, 24, 30 and 33, Ito discloses wherein said information 
pertaining to said functional block stored within said memory includes information 
concerning virtual plug information of said functional block. [0081], [0086] 

r. As per claims 16, 25 and 31 , Ito discloses further comprising another functional 
block for processing said data and supplying said processed data to said functional 
block operative as a terminating device, and said memory further storing information 
concerning virtual plug information of said another functional block, wherein all of said 
virtual plug information is accessible by an external apparatus coupled to said electronic 
device via said serial data bus. [0182], [0183], [0184], (fig.29) 

s. As per claim 17, Ito discloses wherein said serial data bus performs data 
communication in accordance with the IEEE-1 394-1 995 standard. [0147] 

t- As per claim 23, Ito discloses wherein said input data is received by said 
electronic device over a serial data bus. [0192] 

u. As per claims 26 and 32, Ito discloses a system having a plurality of electronic 
devices coupled to one other via a data bus to enable transmission of data among said 
devices, comprising: 
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■ a data transmitting device for transmitting data over said data bus; 
[0192] 

■ a data receiving device for receiving the data transmitted by said 
data transmitting device over said data bus; [0192] 

■ wherein said data receiving device comprises: 

• a data processing subunit for processing said received data; 
[0192], [0086], [0088] 

• a functional block, included within for processing subunit, 
operative as a termination device to terminate the data 
processed by said data processing subunit; [0180], [0192] 

• a memory for storing information pertaining to said functional 
block. [0182] 

v. As per claim 27, Ito discloses wherein said data receiving device further 
includes connection means for logically connecting said data processing subunit 
and other electronics of said data receiver. [0180], [0182], [0192] 
w. As per claim 28, Ito discloses wherein the information stored in said memory 
indicates that said functional block terminates data received by the data 
processing subunit. [0192] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

- prior ar, are sue, « ttie ^^^l^^S^l^T ™ 



8 
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Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito et al. 
(U.S Pub. No. 2001/0043731 A1, in view of Ludtke e. al. (U.S Paten. 6,141,702) 

As per claim 18. Ito discloses all the limitations as above except Ito fails to 
disclose an electronic device is a digital television receiver. However, Ludtke discloses 
a network device includes a television device, (col.6, lines 39-59) 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skills in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Ludtke's teaching into Ito's method to include a DTV 
receiver so as to have a greater flexibility for supporting any type of devices for the 
system. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inguiry concerning this communication or earlier communis from the examiner Moult 
be directed ,o Kim Huynh whose telephone number is ,703)305-5384 or vie e-meii addressed to 
lkim.huynn3musplo.govl. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6.30AM- 6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor Man, 
Rinehar, can be reached on (703, 305-4615 or via e-mail addressed to lmar K .rinahart m usp,o gov,. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization .here this application or proceeding is assigned are ,703,746- 
7249 forregular communications and (703,746-7236 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703,306-5631. 



